Beyond factors such as attention, learning, memory that are known to be involved in OCD psychopathology, emotional processing, namely affective and reward processing, depends on the involvement of specific neural networks within and beyond the cortico-striato-thalamo-cortical circuits in the context of specific cognitive-affective paradigms (Becker et al., 2013; Cannistraro et al., 2004; Fitzgerald et al., 2005; van den Heuvel et al., 2005; Milad et al., 2013).
Research in how the brain processes information is important for understanding obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD). Beyond factors such as attention, learning, memory that are known to be involved in OCD psychopathology, emotional processing, namely affective and reward processing, depends on the involvement of specific neural networks within and beyond the cortico-striato-thalamo-cortical circuits in the context of specific cognitive-affective paradigms (Becker et al., 2013; Cannistraro et al., 2004; Fitzgerald et al., 2005; van den Heuvel et al., 2005; Milad et al., 2013) .
Recently it has been shown that severe refractory OCD symptoms can be improved by high frequency stimulation of the subthalamic nucleus (STN) (Chabardè s et al., 2012; Fontaine et al., 2004; Mallet et al., 2008) . The STN is a key
